
WEATHER
Cloudy .*¦''* somewhat colder
Wednesday, probably followed
by snow or rain. Thursday
cloudy, probably snow.
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3 Americans
In 13 Killed
On Laconia

Hoys Buri-ed at Sea.Son
Calls on Wilson to

Avenge Them

Ten U. S. Citizens
May Be Among Dead

U-Boat Captain Scoffed at

Victims' Peril; Said "Patrol
Will Pick Them Up"

London. Feb. 27..At least three,
and r.*..-sib!y ten, Americans lost
thrïr lives in the .-inkinp of the
funard Line steamship Laeonia,
without warrinfr, off the Irish coast

at 10:30 Sunday night. Thirteen
liver* are known to have been lost.
The »AiTrericans lost, according to

Consul Wesley Frost, at Queenstown,
wer« Mrs. Mary E. Hoy and her
daughter, Miss Elizabeth Hoy, of
Chicago, who died from exposure in
the chip's boats and were buried at

t-f», and Thomas Cassey, a negro
member of the crew.

Report Eight Seamen Dead

According to the Central News,
eight American negroes, members of
the Laconia's crew, died of exposure.
.Consul Frost telegraphed the em¬

bassy here to-night that Ü81 sui-

rivors had been landed at Queens-
town. Of the thirteen persons lost
five were drown?d and eight died
from exposure, and were buried at
tea. the consul's report said.
The Cunard company grave out to

night the following list of passengers
misting and supposed to hav» been
lost:
Mrs. Mary E. Hoy
Miss Elizabeth Ho;.
cdnc P. Ivat.

William I. Robinson
Dr. Forturat Zynde!.
William Eva.
Of these, only the Hoys »ere Ameri¬

cans. The company also stated that
four memeers of the crew were misi-

tog. Most of the deaths resulted from

Vk* swamping of one of the lifeboat*.
No Warning, Sa>s Consul

Consul Frost's message to the Amer¬
ican Embasay said:
«The Laaconia was torpedoed without

warning at 10:30 p. m. in a heavy sea,

while the ship was making seventeen

inots. The tirst torpedo struck on the
»tarboard abaft the engine room. The
engines stopped and the ship turned,
luting to starboard. Most of the
boats were launched from the star-

board side.
"Twenty minutes later, after -»oat

of the boats were clear, a second tor¬
pedo was tired, striking the engines on

the port side. The ship sank forty-fur
minutes after the firing of the first
torpedo.
"The ahip was armed with two 1.7-

neh guns. The ship's wireless was

tept in continual action until the last
minu*.«*. i-MX rocket.« also were sent up,
and all the lifeboat.» were equipped
with an ample supply of flares. The
cargo consisted of cotton and food-
.luffs.

Submarine Appears
*'lhe submarine was not seen from

tfca Laconia, hut after the second tor¬
pedo had been fired and the boats
launched a submarine appeared on the
»arfare, came along* ¡«le the boat con-
lainirg the second officer and asked for
the captain.
"The submarine commander told the

Ptopl" in the second officer's boat that
a Br*.«sh Admiralty patrol had caught
the Laconia's wireless and was coming
ta the scene. The submarine made no
.ffer of aid and submerged immediately

^Thirteen boa«r were launched from
the l»aconia. The Hoys were in No. «X,
which waa swamped. Its lifebel'cd
BBasengers were picaed up by other
».at*, But they suffered severely as the
rtfi of exposure in the cold water.
"The boa'a after leaving the l»a-

cauia had to scatter rather widely in
ataer to avoid the danger of collision
m the 12-ioot /-«ells which were run-
»ing. Klareg .ven* kept alight by moat
*t the boat« during the five hours of
aaaious waiting for tne patrol to ar-
;"<.?«. The patrol began picking up «he
boat» at I o'clock in the morning, but
¦ad r.oi finished until after daybreak"

Hou Rarietj at Sea
la'.fr the eorsul telegraphed:"Ars. Mary Hoy and Miss Elizabeth

.¦.y, paaaengeni on the Laconia, died
from fi-j », rheir bodes were
."riatJat aea."

.aatai'.-r of American pas-
**?¡*>*' »Orv i vors la an folio»),:
u"* I*. Gibbon», "Chicago Tribune";
71*- f K. Harr», «rifa «t Colonel Har-
'*». I' 8. A.; A. T. Kirby. New York,
."* the Rev. Joseph Warting, Balti-
¦**oi«.
aVu'r- y n,. y,^ ., yr, ji0y( i§

r«»l>i«r .». . th« l^mdon branch of
,

Are.- tb« Othei members
*f the ing with p Im.

Mr*. »- .¦ n^y »ent home to the
[**** "üu le mttl«
J*me fa/r, an(j Aus-
J "../ r« ... tfiem not to
fWa.-n until 'V » reient . '"-is was over,
.at they evidently d-« rial the

w AlUrt 1J i father, an

WAt-teoT-yter-eiá veteran of th«
HP .mur, ig prostrated with grief.
£*. **'« wi ,. the newa
« a«» mother and fistir had been
I*»»'-' I th« confirmatory

..¦wfTam from ' onaol !
< »II* for Vengeai«

-iched
. retvipaper

,
» ' of th«

.**'". ¦ two. with
£""* " d. 'and wh<

¡V*** '' ¡earn of the torpedo*
'" '' ».«t my

5"y,r »'
' < I II,

t .-<. lb« Aw'iicaa Coaaiiiata»

LOOKS AS IF SOMEBODY MIGHT HAVE TO BACK UP

I was the first one through the doort»
when they were opened and got all de¬
tail»» HVailublv there. Then I went U

¡ the American Kmbassy, where I had a

, conversation with Ambassador Page, to
whom I expressed my feelings in the
strongest possible manner. I then
cabled President Wilson."

Hoy's cabie to President Wilson de¬
mands that the death of his mother and
sister be avenged, and requests the
privilege of being the first volunteer if
i «itizen army 4vas raised in America.
Otherwise, he declares, he would en¬

list in the British army.

American Woman Honored
As Heroine of Laconia

Queenstown, Feb. 27. There was an

unusual scene on the docks when the
Laconia sanrivors landed at 11 o'clock
in the evening. As the ship was made
fast a huge crowd of civilians, soldiers,
sailors and nurses began cheering and
«inarinc under the leadership of a shrill-
voiced feminine cheer leader in the uni-
form of the Women's National Service
organization.

I he first passenger to land was an

Anu-rican woman, Mrs. F. F.. Harris.!
who was accorded this honor by the !
captain's order because of her heroism I
in supervising the departure of the
women and children from the sinking

j ¡«hip.
She was the last passenger to leave

the Laconia, standing by the side of the
captain and going the rounds with him.
carefully checking off the women and
children passengers to see that they
were ail in their places and provided
with clothing, blankets and tarpaulins.

Cling to Lifebelts
After Mrs. Harris on the landing

stage came other women and children
from the Laconia, all clinging still to

.their lifebelts, and then the men pas-j
sengers, some 4»ith lifebelts and some |
wearing lifesaving waistcoats.
A string of automobiles was waiting)

for the party, and its members were

conveyed swiftly to the Queen's Hotel,
where military nurses provided dry
clothing and warm baths. In a half
hour th«* men, women and children who
har! come off the rescue sloop In a

varied state of disarray were ready for
a really sumptuous meal of broth, sal-
mon, turkey and champagne which had
been prepared for them during the
evening.
Although the passengers showed the

effects of the ordeal, they put a merry
face on the misfortune for the most

part The nurses insisted on the stir-;
vivors retiring, wrapped up in warm

blankets and with hot water bottles,
even for the men passengers.

Most of the passengers expect to
reach London on Wednesday morning. |

Talked with «"-Boat Captain
"When the submarine came to the

surface." said Mr«. Willis, a passenger,
"after having fully made sure of the
Laconia'» destruction, one gentleman in
a boat said to the submarine com¬

mander: 'Don't you know you are tor-

pi doing a ship containing women and
children?' To this the commander of
the submarine replied: 'Oh, they arc

all right for a few hours, and a patrol
boat will take them all up'"

C'edric P. Ivat, a theatrical manager,
who was a passenger on the Leconia,
died of exposure. Mr. Ivat was a rosi-
dent of London.
When the Laconia entered the danger

tone her lifeboats were swung out

ready for immédiat« use. When th«

.passenger« had provided themselves
with life belts they went to the boa's

assigned to them. There was little,
confusion.
lie captain, chief engineer, purser

and »indes«, operator were the last to,
Iea»e the ship. They jumped from the

|de«k to a lifeboat, but missed it and.
fell into the tea. They were pick«*«i up.;

Torpedo Kn.-langered Boat«
l^oui passengers are among those

Ul 'he hospital here. Their m-

{unes are flight. Among the four is

)r. Hawke, a resident of San Francisco,
who said he w«s playing a gam.' of

bridge in the ship's surgeon'i. room

when he heard the crash.
"The s-cond torpedo, «mnd jou. waa

fired although the lifeboats were close.
to the ve»»el and the crew of the sub¬
marine «*ould not have failed to see us,

as St wa* moonlight." said Or. Hawke.
Father Warring and Mr. (iibbons sa,,J

the Laconia sank in about twelve mm-

ute».

Information as to thr ,1mcri-
i tin» mi the ¡Mconia, tin- daifa
rrtidtt of the l'-hoat ctimpaujii
nuil thr rirrpttim tucnrdn! the
American »tramer (Irletini, which
tlrt'ud thr hintFad. to reach fíor-
deaiu, will br fount! on pfi'jc ...

Gerard Anxious
To Leave Spain
And See Wilson

Now at Corunna Waiting for
Santa Isabel to Sail

for U. S.

By CAKL W. ACKEBMA.V
IKrotn a Staff CorreaponJ« nt of The Tribuí.« J

(iJopyria-.it. 1917. by Tie Tribune Ass«vUtJ<p.i

Corunna. Spain, Feb. 27. Before

leaving Madrid Mr. Gerard cabled to

the State Department asking for a spe-
cial train from Key West to Washing-
ton. He is anxious to confer with "he

President at the earliest possible mo-

ment not only about Germany, but also
.iliout Spain's reasons for not joining!
with the United States in breaking off,
diplomatic relations with Germany.
Although Mr. Gerard's stay in Madrid

4vas short, he met. a great many of the

most influential people and had an ex-

cell« nt opportunity to learn at first
hand the Spanish government's atti-
tude. Naturally, he cannot discus»

these matters for publication.
Nevertheless, something may be dis-

closed. The fact is emphasized by
Spaniards themselves that when Mr.
Wilson sounded Madrid on breaking off
relations with Germany, that part of
the Spanish press controlled by «ier-
man capital immediately brought up
old Spanish American War issues, and
succeeded to some extent in turning
popular opinion against the United
States.

It is evident that since the United
States has severed diplomatic relations
with Germany the idea that Spain will
act as the peace mediator has been
growing. It is known, also, that she is
very anxious to obtain American capi-
tal for the development of her re-

sources.
Mr Gerard's train arrived at Corunna

at 11 : *0 this morning. It was ahead of
r-ihedule, thanks tfi the Duke of Zera-
PUSO, who, in overalls, acted as engl-
>,' «r. running the special train through
the hardest part of the journey from
Madrid. The duke volunteered as hon¬
orary escort. He is an engineei by
avocation, and runs all of King Al¬
fonso's trains.

At diiini-r on Sunday night the duke
dined with Mr. Gerard and sat beside
tha urnhiissador's wife, who w,.- rlraaaad
in black silk veiv !. As the «iuke wo1«*
a gray sweater, blue overalls and hea-, /

the .outlast was striking. Tic
Sim.t guests were Lithgow Oshorna,
llci tii.iiiri «lelrichs and ChriatUfl Herter.
in thank'114. the duke Mr. Gerard said
his touch on the th ottlc was as line as
that of a violinis' i his instrument,,
which made the «i, ... laugh heartily, as

he clicked his hee!. rand saluted.
At I'nrunn« the 'icrnrd party was

met by Spanish officials and a large po-
iire e nrl. Mr. Gerard «rill go aboard
the ' ¡fanta Isabel on Tues lay aft«i-
noon. Ounrig t'ne voyage he will con¬
sider various offers which have been
received from publishers who want him
to \,rite a b«iok about (¡ermany. He
wiiild probably like to 4vrite, but for
tha l resent his position is such n to
m:> <e it impossible.

Bernstorff Leaves
Halifax as Patrols
Guide Frederik VIII

Halifax, K. S., Feb. 'JT. The steamer

Frederick VIM, «a. «th Count von Bcrn-
storff, former Ambassador to the
United States, and his party «in board.
sailed at 7:.;0 o ciock to-night for
Copenhagen.
The same precaution« which marked

the arrival of the liner here February
!"> attended her aepartur«. She was

not moved from her dock, where for
(lie last few days she ha« been taking
«,,-, «,:i! ftti'l ii.nrilies. until after night-
(all. A.« site steamed slowly down the
harbor «he "»""as convoyed by a swarm
of patrol boats, with orders to keep all
other craft at a distance, in ronformity
with the assurances of safe conduct
made by Great Britain to the United
State«,

Bryan Will Go
To Washington
To Block Wilson

Telegraphs Congressmen
Not to "Surrender" Power

Asked by President

Jacksonville. Fia«, Feb. 27.- W. J,
Bryan, in a statement issued here to¬

day, announced that he was opposed
to granting the President such powers
as Mr. Wilson requested of Congreas
yesterday. He -aid that he would go
immediately to V'ashington and use hia
influence to have the request declined.
After reading the President's address

Mr. Bryan cancelled five speaking en¬

gagements in Florida, and since has
been in communication by telegraph
with friends in Congress.
"Whatever power is conferred upon

the President should. 1 think," said Mr.
Bryan, "be so limited as not to con¬

stitute B surrender of the power of
Congress."
Mr. Bryan said he ha«i the greatest'

faith in the President's high purpose,
but that it would be unwise to delegate
to the President the authority asked
for. "no matter how much confidence
we have in the Executive."

2,000 U. S. Tractors
Will Plough at Night
To Help Feed Britain

Taxi Chauffeurs in Civilian
Army to Pilot Machines

with Headlights

London, Feb. 27. "We want 2,000
American tractor ploughs for the use

of a civilian army of night ploughers
which we are about to enlist through¬
out the British Isles,' said Sir Arthur

Lee, Director Genera' of Food Produc¬
tion, to-day.
"We hope to make the tractor ploughs

fill the gaps caused by the shortage
in labor," continued Sir Arthur. "We'
are going to «;quip them with head-
lights for night ploughing, so they i
can work twenty-four hours. They
will be driven by taxicab drivers and
chauffeu'*.
"Behinu ..very f.'ough will be aj

skilled farmer, assisted by prisoners,
conscientious objectors, members of the
home «li'fence forces and women.

"Wr do not heiieve we will be able
to produce sufficient food t«i feed the
population in time ot pea«*e, but are

confident v..* will be ab'e to grow'
enough to tnve off Marvatioii during
the war. For this we thank the (¡er-
man submarines. They already have,
given England an agricultural policy
which is destined to make us to a large
<<xtcnt self-supporti'g.
"The ubmarines also have revived

rural life, given the fa«.ners a mini¬
mum wage, and generally made our
national defence more effective than a

thousand speerhe« in Parliament."

Villa Held Up by Old Wound

Injury lnflict«ed by Pershing'.«
Men Keep* Bandit Inactive
D Pauo, Tei., Feb. 27. Francisco

Villa is ill in a mountain cabin near

San Andres, Chihuahua, and unable to

direct the campaign which he had
planned against Chihuahua City and
Juarez, according to Americans who

j arrived here late to-day from Madera
and Pearson, Chihuahua. They say
Villa's old wound, which was received
at (iuerrero, Chihuahua, during his pur-1
suit by (îenrral Pershing. had reopened
and was causing him intense suffering.
The Villa hand* have been wandering

from place to place, looting, robbing
and destroying foreign property.

U S. S. Des Moines
Will Go to Turkey,

Defying U-Boats
Germany Refuses Safe Conduct

for Warships Ordered to

Rescue Americans

¡From Til« Tribune Bureau J

Washington, Feb. 27.- Germany has
declined to guarantee the safe passage
of the American naval vessels Des
Moines and Caesar through the Medi¬
terranean war zone to Syria, to carry

supplies to the destitute Syrians and
Armenians nt Jaffa and to rescue a

thousand Americans stranded at Bei¬
rut. The German refusal was made
known to diplomats here to-day.
The German answer, according to

officials, means that the vessels will
proceed without Germany's assurances,

unless war breaks out before they
start, in which case the situation of
the Americans at Beirut will be pre¬
carious, as the Turkish government,
even If not formally at war with the

United States, doubtless would prevent
movements of American warships in

Turkish waters.
It is declared that Germany will

state in her formal reply, to be trans¬

mitted through the Turkish govern¬
ment, that her submarines have been

instructed tc use every precaution to

avoid attacking the Des Moines and
the Caesar, but that no guarantee can

be given that they will not strike a

German mine or be torpedoed inad¬
vertently. An attack on these vessels,
it |a declared, could only be interpreted
by the United States as an act of war.

It was stated also that Turkey would
not promise to furnish pilots for the
American naval vessels if they entered
Turkish waters, but would deal with

the situation as it exists after its

waters have been entered. Individuals
in high command in Syria would no*,

hesitate to cause embarrassments it

«he opportunity offered, it is feared.

Penfield Makes
Full Plans for

Austrian Break

Washington Holds That Rupture
Is Inevitable.Spain Will
Handle U. S. Interests

Washington, Feb. 27. Complete ar¬

rangements for the withdrawal of Amer¬

ican diplomatic ana consular officers

from Austria-Hungary have been made

by Ambasaador Penfield on instructions
from the State Department. It was

learned to-day that the ambassador had

been directed to take this step, the be¬

lief being that a break is inevitable.
The Spanish government has been asked

to take over American interests, and

plans have been made to expedite the

withdrawal of a!'. Americans.
The last r«*port from Ambassador Pen-

field suggested a iight possibility that
Austria's reply to this government's
aide mémoire might be favorable. How¬

ever, no real hope was raised here.
The feeling arasrallt here that while

both this country an Austria arc seek¬
ing to avoid a break, Germany la dc-
termirri'd that her ally shall support the
.submarine campaigi to the greatest
nossible degree.
The withdrawal of the American

l'plomatii' and consular corps from
\ustria will not pi sent as difficult a

problem as in the case of Germany.

Germany Holding
Yarrow-dale's Men;
Blames Quarantine

News Agency Saya Infectious
Disease Has Appeared in

Place of Detentic

Berlin. Feb. 26 by wireless to Say-

ville». The release of the American

prisoners brought to Germany * ;i the

steamer Varrowdale. although ordereil

some timo ago, says the Overseas News

Agency, cannot be carried out for the

moment, ars an infectious disease has

been discovered at the place of their

residence.
As the outbreak of" the malady neces¬

sitates a quarantine measure affecting
the number of persons about to leave

Oermany. the Overseas Agency states
that the delay in trie departure at the
American« is in the interests of neu¬

tral countries. The hope is expressed
that the quarantm.* will he of short
duration.
The American citizens, it is an¬

nounced, are safe and well.

Another Yarrowdale
Inquiry Sent to Berlin

Washington, Feb. 27. Germany's pro¬
crastination in complying with repeated
American demands for release of the
Yarrowdale prisoners is bringing the
controversy to a stage of extreme
gravity.Accounted from the first perhaps the
most serious difficulty between the two

'countries, aside from the submarine is-
sue itself, the Varrowdale case has
been a source of growing concern and
indignation among officials, some of
whom now are convinced that Ger¬
many's intention is nothing more nor

less than to hold the American seamen

as hostages pending a decision as to

peace or war.
Such an act would he regarded here

as not only a flagrant violation of in¬
ternational law and treaty rights, but
an open insult to the I'nited States.
Another inquir> regarding the pns-

oners wa* sent through the Spanish
Amhasaador at Berlin to-night as soon

as officials saw new* diapatches saying
they would not he liberated at present
because of disease at their camp. This
waa ragarded as only a pretext.

Senate Now Proposes to
Give Merchantmen Guns;
Wilson Weighs Overt Act;
Hollweg Denounces U. S.

President's Bill Amended to

Authorize Arming of
American Ships

Would Dispense with
Executive Sanction

Chairman Stone Defeated in

Fight Against Making
Measures Definite

; 1'rami Tli» Tribun» Bureau i

Washing"., Feb. 27..President
Wilson probably will «¿et all that he
asked of Congress, and perhaps a

little more, in the way of power to

¦et in the German crisis. In addi-
tion it is likely that American ship-
owners may get the power to defend
themselves, without action by the
President.
A bill introduced this afternoon by

»Senator Stone, as a report from the

Foreign Relations Committee, con¬

tains amendments which, in the view
of one Republican Senator, make it

80 per cent stronger than the draft
which the President himself offered.
0m amendment to the President's

draft authorizes the commanders
'and crews of American vessels to

Irm and "to defend such vessels,
against unlawful attack," leaving no

discretion on this point to the Presi-
dent. The other amendment, offered
by Senator Lodge, provides that the
"defensiv«»" guns on merchantmen
shall be placed "fore and alt."

Won't \V»it for Wilson

The President's bill merely pro-
4 ;ded that he might arm the mer¬

chant ships "should it in his judg¬
ment become necessary." Under the
President's bill ships might never

have been armed, while under the
bill as amended, the ships may arm

and defend themselves, without his
moving a finger.

< hairman Stone led a strong right
against these strengthening amend-,
ments, and was joined by Senators j
O'Gorman and Hitchcock. Demo- ;
crats, and William Alden Smith, Re¬

publican. All 'he other Senators

voted for the amendments adopted.
Wanted to Weaken It

Not only did Mr. Stone oppose the

strengthening amendment. He fought
to introduce a '.vrakening amendment.
One point of this 4vould prevent the

use of I'nited States n^vy BMI to man

the gun-, of merchant »hips, and the;
other would prevent the armm;- or con-i
Baying of ships carrying any "muni-
.¡«in* of 4var or other supplies for de-:

i.cry to imt armed forces of a belüg-,
erent nation engaged in war with

another nation with which the United
States is at peace."
When the final draft of the bill was

introduced by .Mr. Stone at the direc-
tion of the committee Senator I,a Fol- ¡
lette blocked its immediate reference
back to the committee by objecting to

it« second reading. This is a most un-

usual course, as most bills are read

the second time and referred to a com-

rr.ittee immediately on their introduc¬
tion. The possibility of a one-man Iili-

4
buster ag.' inst the bill by Mr. La Fol-

let». ,e is the only obstacle in the

bill'« path.
"I «hali study over the bill and de- |

termine my course," Mr. La Follette ;

«aid tp'-inght.
More Amendments Wanned

On the Senate floor amendments will !
be offered by Senator Stone and others

weakening the bill, and by Senator1

Boran and others strengthening the

bill, the betting ouds being in favor of

it remaining about a« it is.

Republican members of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee proved ob¬
streperous when the President's bill

was taken up, as did three Democratic
members Huddle it .»n, a pronounced
pacifist; ShaeWleforn, whose tendency
toward punie precipitated the wave of
fear during the Mcl.emore resolution
trouble a year ago, and Ragsdale, who,
curiously enough, recently took over

the unexpired lease on William J. Bry-¡
aii's lute Washington home. I hairman
Flood announced, however, that the,
House would certainly vote on the res¬

olution in some form before adjourn-!
ment to-morrow night.
Postmaster (ieneral Burleson was at

the Foreign Affairs Committee rooms

at both ends of the Capitol during the
day.
"The bill will surely pass." he de¬

clared afterward, "an«! there will be
no extra session."

May A>oid Extra Session

It became manifest at the ( apitol to¬

day that President Wilson will not be
forced into calling an extra session of
«'ongress at this time, whether the
power he has asked is granted or not.
Chairman Stone of the Foreign Rela¬
tions Committee, following that com¬

mittee's action in drafting the bill,
pointed out that the President has
virtually all the power it confers, as

evidenced by the President's own state¬
ment to Congress, while so far as the
appropriation hill«, are concerned the
President could easily wait until late,
in June, just before the expiration of
ths fiscal year, before calling Confrea«. I

Armed Neutrality
Limit of Wilson's

Defensive Plans

Congress and Cabinet Members
Wrathful Over Inactivity.No

Laconia Action Indicated

By STEVENSON H. EVANS

Washington, Feb. 27..President
Wilson would not have asked Con¬
gress for more than he did ask yes-
terdav. even if he had then known
the full details of the destruction of
American lives on the passenger
liner Laconia, which was torpedoed
by a German submarine without
warning on Sunday night.

Although there is no doubt that
the President regards the sinking of
the Laconia as the overt act which
he has been hoping the German com¬

manders would avoid.a clear cut
and ruthless violation of American
lives and rights is the authoritative
characterization of th? act.still it
is believed to be his intention to take
for the present no step beyond
"armed neutrality."
The bolder Spiritus in Congress,

without regard to party, are seeth¬
ing with wrathful indignation. They
are beginning to say openly that the
President is playftTg a dangerous
game against time, that nothing
short of invasion of the country and
seizure of the capital would mean

war in his eyes.
Public Opinion Only Hope

The only force that will possibly stir
the Administration to action further
than at present appears to be contem¬

plated, is the force of public opinion,
and the aggressive members of the Sen-
ate and the House see no present means

for making that force manifest
The developments of the day in the]

State Department and the White House,
aside from the conferences which the
President had with Congress leaders
in regard to the armed ship legislation,
were not of a nature to make probable
any farther requests by the President]
to Congress.

Mr. Wilson discussed the caie of the

Laconia with the Secretary of Stata

at noon. During the afternoon, whe i

he met the members of the Cabinet,
the Laconia case was hardly mentioned.
The Cabinet spent all its time discuss-

ing the armed neutrality bill now

pending in Congress and in hearing
reports from the War and Navy de¬

partment chiefs as to the degree of

preparedness going forward.
It is believed also that the President

discussed to some extent his inaugural
address. It is said that the President
will devote hi self at that time chiefly
to -he foreign relations of the United
States. It is said also that the public
may expect an announcement of the

programme of the next four years, ex¬

pressed, of course, ir. yerv general
terms.

Cabinet Meeting Placid
The Cabinet meeting of to-day

seemed to be regarded as of even less

importance than usual, which is say¬
ing much. The pacifists of the Cabinet
appeared to be satisfied with them¬
selves and the situation. That small
group which is sometimes outspoken
for American rights seemed in a some-
arhai irascible temper.
There are men even in the Cabinet,.

there are scores and scores in Con-1
gress, there are thousands throughout
the country (as is evident by letters
received here« who look with dismay
and consternation upon the process now
going on.

E*,ery day of delay now, every sign
of the desire to avoid or evade the!
issue encourages organued pacifism
and the noise of the pro-Germans.!
Time la working against the President,
lie ia helping to tie his own hands as
far as his leadership in Congress is
Concerned. Time works but to increase
his difficulties.

"U. S. Rights Violated,"
Official View in Capital

1!, 71,» A.,cH-.late<l rrewj
Washington. Feb. 27. The sinking

of the Cunarder Laconia by a German
submarine was stated officially to-day
to constitute a clear-cut violation of
American rights.

Conclusive official information at the
State Department shows that two
American women lost their lives, that
if four other Americans among the
pas.-engers and the fourteen among the
crew were saved, it was only by good
fortune and thai the vessel was sunk
without warning, in direct defiance of
all the principles for which tha United
States has stood.
No further fa'cts are needed by this

government, It was stated ofñ:ially,and
no inquiry of any sort is necessary to
establish the facts of the case.
-a ..

Insane Soldiers Die in Wreck
London. Feb. 27.-.A train carrying

2»*. invalided Russian soldiers on their
way home from Germany through Swe-
«i.'ii went off the track late last night
between Gefle and Soderham, gays an
Kxchange Telegraph dispatch from
Stockholm. The first car, earning.
Iwenty-three inaane Russian soldiers,
was demolished and all its paasengera
were killed. About twenty.five person*
in other cart wer« killed. i

German Chancellor Declares
America Mutt Suffer on

Sea for Arming Allies

Says War Is Kept Up by
"One-Sided" Neutrality

Blames This Country for
British Blockade.Admits
Withdrawing Pledges

Berlin, Feb. 27 (by wireless to
Sayville.).Inconsistency, lack of
neutrality, unfairness and an actual
prolongation of the war were

charged against President Wilson by
Chancellor von ßethmann-Hollweg
in the Reichstag, when he made his
long deferred speech to that body
to-day.
"One step further than that taken

by European neutrals has been m*de
.as is known.by the United »States
of America," said the Chancellor.
"President Wilson, after receiving
our note of January 31, brusquely
broke off relations with us. No au-
thentic communication about the rea-
sons which were given for his step
leached me. The former United
States Ambassador here in Berlin
communicated only in spoken words
to the »State Secretary of the For¬
eign Office of breaking off relations,
and asked for his passports. This
form of breaking off relations be¬
tween great nationB living in peace
probably is without precedent in his¬
tory.

"All official documenta being lack»
ing, I am forced to rely upon doubt
ful sources.that is, upon the oute;
(Reuter?) office's version of th«

'contents of the message B»snt b«
President Wilson on February I to
Congress. In this version the Presi¬
dent is reported to have said that our

note of January 81 suddenly and
"Without previous indication inten¬
tionally withdrew the solemn prom¬
ises made in the note of May, 1916.

Protesta U. S. Intcrpretall'ii.
"To the United States government,

therefore, no choice compatible with
dignity and honor was left other than
the way which had been announced in
her note of April 20, 1916, covering
the case if Germany should not want
to gi\*e up her submarine method.

"If these arguments are correctly re¬

port«! by Reuter, then I must decidedly
protest against them. For more than
a century frierdly relations between
us and America have been carefully
promoted. We honored them.as Bis¬
marck once put it.as an heirloom
from Frederick tha Great Both coun¬

tries benefited by it, both giving and
taking..

"Since the beginning of the war

things have changed on the other «id«
of the waters. Old principle» were

overthrown. On August á.7, 1913, dur¬
ing the Mexican trouble?, President
Wilson, in a solemn message to Con¬
gress, declared that he intended to
follow the best usage of international
la'v by a prohibition of the supplying
of arms to both Mexican parties at war

agiinst each other. One y«-*ar later, in

1914, these usage« apparently were no

lcngT considered good.
"Counties« materials of war hava

been supplied by America to the En¬
tente, and while the right of the Ameri¬
can citizen to travel without hindrance
to Entente countries and the right to
trade without hindrance with Francs
and England, even through the midst
of the battlefield, even the right of »ueh
trade as we had to pay for with German
blood.while all these right« wi"* jeal¬
ously guarded, the same right ef
American citizens toward the Central
Powers did not seem to be ai worthy of
protection and as valuable.

Admits Withdrawing Pledges
"They protested ajrainst some meas¬

ures of England which were contrary to
international law, but they submitted
to them. Under conditions of this kind
objection as to lack of respect make« a
strange impression.
"With equal decisiveness I must pro¬

test against the objection that we, by
the manm-r in which we withdrew tha
assurances given in the note of May 4,
offended the honor and dignity of th«
I'nited States. From the very begin¬
ning we had openly and expressly de¬
clared that these assurances would b«
invalid under certain conditions.**
The Chancellor then recalled the la*t

paragraph of the note of May 4, 1916,
which he read verbatim, the last clause
being:
"Should tha step« taken by the gov.

ernment of the Lb i ted States not «t-
tain the object it desires, namely, to
'have the law« of human'ty followed by»
all the belligerent nations, the German
government would then be facing a new
situation, in which it must reserve to
itself complete liberty of décision."
The Chancellor then continued:
"A« to the American answer given to

the German note, it was so absolutely
contrary to what we in our note bad
said clearly and without any possibility
of misunderstanding that a reply on
our §*rt would have chanced nothing
a« to the standpoint« maintained by
both «ides. But nobody, even In Amer¬
ica, could doubt that already long ago
thr" conditions were fulfilled upon
which, according to ear deaUntlea, «tax


